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ACADEMIC COUNCIL 

Special Meeting 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2012, 4:00 p.m., room F-216 

 

Present: R. Braley, V. Broege, M. Bucaro, K. Bushell, C. Clough, O. Côté, M. DeNora, D. Gallagher, M. 

Gauthier, L. Gauthier, V. Lalonde, E. Lamoureux, E. Lozowy, D. Nyisztor, L. Millelire, M. Passucci, A. 

Phillipas  

 

Regrets: P. Labrinos 

 

Non-Members: B. Chandler, M. Gribbon, W. Kalina, J. Macdonald, M. Sendbuehler 

 

 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

Eric Lozowy moved that Council approve the agenda and it was seconded by Martine Gauthier.  The 

agenda was approved by consensus. 

 

       2.   Main Business 

 

a)    Modifications to the 2012-2013 Academic Calendar 

Tom Ingerman opened discussion by stating that due to the upcoming Election on Tuesday, September 4, 

2012, all classes must be cancelled in order to give students the opportunity to vote. This is the case for 

both Day division and Continuing Education (night) division students. Thus, the Academic Calendar 

needs to be revised to make up for this day. Martine Gauthier also noted that Sept. 4 is still a working day 

for all faculty and staff. 

 

Tom stressed that the Ministry of Education requires that the academic semester consist of 75 school days 

and 7 exam days.  

He proposed the following changes:  

 

Autumn 2012: 

 

 December 13, 2012 – Last day of classes (students will follow their Tuesday schedule).  

 December 14-24, 2012 – Evaluation and examination period 

 

Winter 2012: 

 

 January 2, 2013 – Deadline for submission of grades – 12:00 midnight. 

 January 9, 2013 – Deadline for faculty to update grades for the Autumn 2012 semester. 

 

A few concerns were raised, in that it would result in a more compressed exam schedule which is 

problematic, and having an exam day on Dec. 24 conflicts with personal schedules. Eric Lozowy, Faculty 

Dean of Science and General Studies said that it was also a problem for Science students. 

Moreover, Eric Lamoureux said that cancelling Tuesday classes is extremely problematic for students and 

teachers alike, who only have scheduled Tuesdays. He asked if this date could be changed.  Tom replied 

that the course drop deadlines Sept. 19 (Fall 2012) and Feb. 14 (Winter 2013) are fixed by the Ministry of 

Education and cannot be modified. 
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Diane Nyisztor suggested cancelling VCC Day (PED Day), Tuesday, Oct. 30.  By doing this, it would 

free up the missing Tuesday in the semester. Tom said that VCC Day was an important event for the 

College, and furthermore if it was cancelled, it would be difficult to reschedule the key note speaker who 

has been invited to the event, as well as important workshops and discussions regarding Strategic 

Planning. 

 

Eric Lozowy moved that Council approve the 2012-2013 Academic Calendar, as amended. It was 

seconded by Maria Bucaro. 

 

However, as discussion continued, a few more suggestions were made. Martine proposed that VCC Day 

be postponed to the Winter semester. And furthermore, Michael Sendbuehler, Faculty Dean of Careers 

and Technical Programs suggested having VCC Day before the start of Winter 2013 semester classes.  

 

It was said that these changes will be brought up for approval at Board of Directors’.  

 

Eric Lozowy moved that Council amend the motion he previously stated - VCC Day will be postponed 

and replaced with Tuesday classes; the new VCC Day date is still to be determined but proposed for the 

the week before Winter 2013 classes begin.  In the meantime, the key note speaker will be rescheduled. 

 

 Sept. 4, 2012 – Election – no classes. 

 Oct. 30, 2012 – VCC Day postponed – Tuesday classes resume. 

 Dec. 12, 2012 – Last day of classes for Autumn 2012. 

 Dec. 13-21, 2012 -  Evaluation and examination period. 

 Dec. 31, 2012 – Deadline for submission of grades – 12:00 midnight. 

 Jan. 7, 2013 – Deadline for faculty to update grades for the Autumn 2012 semester. 

 

Dale Gallagher seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 

 

 

4.     Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christina Gudzio 


