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ACADEMIC COUNCIL DRAFT 
SPECIAL MEETING

MINUTES
Wednesday, November 28, 2007, 12:00 p.m., room F-216

Present: M. Abiri, E. Awad, V. Broege, I. Der Aprahamian, H. Erdogan, D.
Gallagher, C. Hall, R. Herrera, S. Hervouet-Zeiber, P. Labrinos, P.
McCoy, J. McMahon, J. Mustillo, S. Pettifer, G. Quinn, M. Sossoyan, N.
Wargny

Regrets: A. Mundiyamkal, C. Rossignoli

Non-members: F. Andrews, G. Dracopoulos, L. Gauthier, D. Hetherington, J. Macdonald

The Chair reminded the committee members to review the Ad Hoc Committee’s report on the
Director General’s Mandate Review before Friday’s meeting. The report is available in the
FSSCA&L office, room A-286. She particularly noted the importance of looking at the last
pages, the briefs of the various associations as these were not summarized by the committee.

J. McMahon concurred and strongly recommended that members take the time to look at the
entire document.

1. Approval of the Agenda

The agenda was approved by consensus with the addition of a second Agreement with an
IUT (Institut de technologie de Cergy-Pontoise) under item 2 e).

3. Main Business

a) New Program Proposal: Sciences informatiques et mathématiques

D. Hetherington spoke to this item. The College received a letter about two months ago -
copies of which were distributed to Council at the last meeting - inviting colleges to
participate in a three-year experimentation of a new pre-university program, Sciences
informatiques et mathématiques. Two colleges are already pioneering the program,
Champlain and Lionel-Groulx. If the experimentation is successful, the program will be
opened to all cegeps.

D. Hetherington then briefly explained the essence of the program as per the MELS letter.
The intent basically is to fill in the gap in computer science of some Science students
once entering university programs. The proposal was debated at both the Computer
Science and the Science curriculum committees and endorsed by both although with
some reservation on the part of Science re the unusual balance of science courses.

D. Hetherington then went through the proposed application form, stressing that Vanier
did meet the four criteria required from the MELS, the potential clientele - the
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expectation is that most students would come from the Science program and hopefully
some from other colleges;  the availability of human, material and financial resources; the 
support from the milieu (two letters of support are attached to the application form: one
from the École de technologie supérieure de technologie (UQAM) and the other from
Concordia’s Faculty of Engineering & Computer Science); and the obligation to offer
both programs. D. Hetherington added that another advantage Vanier has is its history of
collaboration between the Computer Science and Science departments. The application
has to be submitted to the MELS by November 30th.

D. Hetherington, and F. Andrews and L. Gauthier who have worked on the application,
then answered a few questions from the members. The main concern was the availability
of space - classrooms and computer labs - in light of the already high enrollment.  It was
pointed out that approximately 40 students are expected to apply to the program and that
most courses would be mixed with other Science students. L. Gauthier also noted that
labs in Computer Science as well as in Science and Physics are for 20 students. Another
concern expressed by E. Awad was the lack of biology and chemistry courses which he
felt was a real gap in education. The need to advertise the program if obtained was also
stressed, via SRAM and the College homepage.

Several members spoke in favour of the experimentation and the following motion was
passed unanimously.

It was moved by R. Herrera and seconded by N. Wargny that Academic Council
recommend that the College approves the proposed application to experiment with the
new pre-university program, Sciences informatiques et mathématiques.

J. McMahon thanked all those who had participated in the preparation of the application.

b) LRPC - Membership

H. Erdogan noted that most Academic Council standing committees and sub-committees
had four faculty representatives, not three, to reflect the distinction in the FSGS between
Science and General Studies. He asked that Council recommend the same faculty
representation on the LRPC which now has only three faculty representatives.

It was moved by H. Erdogan and seconded by R. Herrera that Academic Council increase
the faculty membership on the LRPC from three to four faculty members to have one
representative from Science and one from General Studies.

In favour - 16 
Against -  0
Abstention -  1
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c) IT in Teaching and Learning Committee - Membership

J. Macdonald suggested that Academic Council replace The Learning Centre
representative on the IT in Teaching and Learning Sub-committee with the IT
Pedagogical Advisor/IT Rep. She explained that the former was the representative since
The Learning Centre was then in charge of some responsibilities in IT. Now that these
responsibilities have been shifted to the Academic Dean’s Office and more specifically to
the IT Pedagogical Advisor/IT Rep., the membership should be modified accordingly. J.
Macdonald added that the representative would remain the same since M. Greaney was
The Learning Centre representative and is now the IT Pedagogical Advisor/IT Rep.

It was moved by P. McCoy and seconded by E. Award that Academic Council approve J.
Macdonald’s proposal to replace The Learning Centre representative on the IT in
Teaching and Learning Committee with the IT Pedagogical Advisor/IT Rep.

Approved unanimously.

d) AC Sub-committee on Learning Practices and Academic Success - Change in
Name

J. Macdonald first explained that J. McMahon was the actual Chair of this committee but
he had asked her to replace him in this capacity because of his numerous other dossiers.

J. Macdonald reported that, since this committee had begun their meetings, discussion
immediately encompassed teaching practices and the name of the committee seemed too
narrow to reflect the scope of the issues. The committee has spent a lot of time discussing
various issues, such as p.d., bridging courses and language and numeracy skills. Her
recommendation is to change the committee’s name to Sub-committee on Teaching and
Learning Practices and Academic Success.

It was moved by N. Wargny and seconded by P. McCoy that Academic Council approve
the request of the Sub-committee on Learning Practices and Academic Success to change
their name to Sub-committee on Teaching and Learning Practices and Academic Success.

Approved unanimously.

e) Business Administration- Agreements with IUT’s (Institut universitaire de
technologie de Belfort-Montbéliard and Institut de technologie de Cergy-Pontoise

G. Dracopoulos was invited to speak to this item. He first thanked Council for their
support over the past couple of years for this project. He then gave a brief update on the
status of the student stages with Montbéliard - 85 students in the last 3 years and
possibility of an English only program - and on the new possibilities with Cergy-Pontoise.
He stressed the great opportunities open to our students with such agreements.

It was moved by S. Hervouet-Zeiber and seconded by M. Sossoyan that Academic
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Council endorse the proposed Agreement with the Institut universitaire de technologie de
Belfort-Montbéliard and encourage G. Dracopoulos in his endeavours.
Approved unanimously.

It was moved by S. Hervouet-Zeiber and seconded by C. Hall that Academic Council
endorse the proposed Agreement with the Institut universitaire de technologie de Cergy-
Pontoise and encourage G. Dracopoulos in his endeavours.

Approved unanimously.

J. McMahon thanked G. Dracopoulos and the Department for their work on this project.
G. Dracopoulos reiterated his thanks to Council for their support.

3. Varia
None.

4. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Wanda Kalina
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