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ACADEMIC COUNCIL
MINUTES

Friday, March 30, 2007, 1:00 p.m., room N-186

Present:  T. Bell, S. Brunet,  D. Gallagher, R. Herrera, S. Hervouet-Zeiber, P. Labrinos,
J. Masterson, P. McCoy, A. McManus, J. McMahon, A. Mundiyamkal, G.
Quinn, C. Rossignoli, M.-H. Sabbagh, I. Stavrianos, N. Wargny

Regrets: G. Bulgarea, S. Choksi

Non-members: G. Archer, C. Blauer, S. Block, G. Dracopoulos, H. Erdogan, J. Fee Taylor,
C. Hanrahan, D. Hetherington, J. Macdonald, C. Marcella, D. Nyisztor, A.
Perout, D. Peters, E. Shakner, D. Tessier

I. Stavrianos welcomed E.Shakner who will be attending this meeting as the second student
representative.

1. Approval of the Agenda

Approved by consensus.

2. Approval of the Minutes of March 9, 2007

Approved by consensus.

3. Business Arising from the Minutes

a) Academic Space

It was moved by N. Wargny and seconded by P. McCoy that Academic Council endorse
the following proposed moves:

1. The offices of the Director General and of the Academic Dean, as well as the
Boardroom, currently located in the N building, be moved to the F2 wing.

2. The Special Care Counselling Program be relocated to N-123, the space currently
occupied by the Academic Advisors.

3. The offices of the Academic Advisors be relocated to the former daycare centre in
A-201, A-203, A-205 and A-209.

4. The Early Childhood Program be relocated in the area known as the Bunker which
currently comprises N-181, the Boardroom, Purchasing, a small classroom, the
FSSCAL offices, the Staff Lounge and supporting services.

5. The FSSCAL offices be relocated to the current Arts room, A-282, currently used
by ECE and SCC; the Music program be moved to A-277 and A-279 currently
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used as the Nursery School of the ECE program.
6. The Purchasing Department be moved into B-118.
7. The Staff Lounge be relocated to part of the Quiet Cafeteria, the remainder of

which to be available to students; a student lounge be created in close
collaboration with the VCSA in the space across from the elevators on the 5th

floor of the N building;

and recommends that the balance in scheduling between pre-university and technology
programs as well as adequate secretarial and printing services be maintained in the N
building.

Approved unanimously.

b) Math 416

It was moved by R. Herrera and seconded by N. Wargny that Academic Council endorse
the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee on Math 416 Admissions with the
following minor modifications:
• to replace “Social Science” in #1 with “Social Science, Commerce, Arts and

Letters”;
• to specify in the Note in #1 that all students entering College with Math 416 will

be closely monitored;
• to add as #5: “Providing resources to students entering College with Math 416

needs to be a top priority”.

In favor - 14
Against -   2
Abstention -   0

c) Additional Funds from MELS

It was moved by C. Rossignoli and seconded by A. McManus that, given improper
consultation, Academic Council abstain from commenting on the MELS additional funds
document submitted.

In favour -  6
Against -  0
Abstentions -  9

d) Academic Council’s Sub-committee on E-learning

G. Archer reported that the sub-committee was not ready to come to Council with a
recommendation. Common meeting times are difficult to find and the study at task very
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large. A final report would not be available until next semester and in the meantime, the
existing online courses would be maintained.

It was moved by G. Quinn and seconded by C. Rossignoli that Academic Council
recommends that the College maintain the status quo on online courses for next semester
and that the Sub-committee on E-learning make its final report to Council next semester.

Approved unanimously.

e) Strategic Plan

A. Perout reported that a motion had been passed by the Strategic Plan Coordinating
Committee to have an ad hoc sub-committee of Council on learning practices and
academic success as  the committee on learning practices referred to in the Strategic Plan
document.

There was agreement that this committee should be a sub-committee of Council but not
an ad hoc committee.

It was moved by J. McMahon and seconded by S. Hervouet-Zeiber that Academic
Council create a sub-committee on learning practices and academic success in the
Strategic Plan process.

Approved unanimously.

f) Business Administration Project

G. Dracopoulos first thanked Council for their openness and work with this project. He
also thanked J. McMahon and J. Macdonald for their support. He then gave a detailed
report on the various institutions visited on his trip to France and the results of each visit
in terms of stages for our students and student exchanges. He stated what a great learning
experience the trip had been for both himself and his colleague from André Laurendeau .
He concluded by stating that the overall experience had been very positive and that there
could be many opportunities for the College to expand possibly for the Roumanian
project and for the technologies. It was pointed out that the fact that French students do
not have to pay tuition fees in Quebec was a big attraction.

J. McMahon congratulated G. Dracopoulos on his work. He stressed the fact that this visit
was still very much exploratory and that there had been no formal agreements made yet.
Any such agreement would be submitted to Council for consultation before being
concluded.

It was moved by R. Herrera and seconded by S. Hervouet-Zeiber that Academic Council
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congratulate George Dracopoulos for his work on the Business Administration Project.

Approved unanimously.

G. Archer announced that this was G. Dracopoulos’ last term as Department Coordinator
and that he would like to publicly acknowledge the latter’s amazing work in bringing up
the Business Administration program to what it was now.

g) DDMT Program Revision

G. Archer reminded Council that this revision was not a major one that had been
requested by the Ministry, but rather a departmental one that was the result of two years
of discussion to make the program more attractive to students and more reflective of their
needs. The major change to the program is the change in title to better reflect the contents
of the program. Council had approved an initial document last December but are asked at
this meeting to make a recommendation for approval on the whole package.

It was moved by C. Rossignoli and seconded by S. Hervouet-Zeiber that Academic
Council recommend the DDMT Program Revision to the Board of Directors for approval.

Approved unanimously.

J. McMahon thanked G. Archer, J. Taylor, D. Nyisztor, the DDMT Department and all
involved in the revision for their work. There was a hand of applause.

4. Reports, Announcements and Correspondence

a) Joint Coordinators

S. Hervouet-Zeiber reported on the March 28  Joint Coordinators’ meeting. The report isth

appended to the minutes.

b) LRPC

J. McMahon distributed copies of the notes on the LRPC meetings of March 5 and 16,
2007. He particularly went over the notes of March 16 since the discussion at that
meeting was strictly on the Strategic Plan and the five topics identified by the committee
to address as part of that dossier.

J. McMahon reiterated that, as part of its mandate as a sub-committee of Academic
Council on the Strategic Plan, the committee will be reporting regularly on the Strategic
Plan Coordinating Committee’s meetings and bringing back its recommendations. 
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c) Others
None.

5. Varia

Internet registration
In answer to A. Mumdiyamkal’s question about the possibility of having Internet
registration earlier than A’08, J. McMahon reiterated that this was unlikely in light of the
massive resources this would require from the College’s system. The College maintains
its commitment to have Internet registration for A’08.

Complaints in Library
As a follow-up to A. Mumdiyamkal’s report on the complaints received from students
about the noise level in some areas of the Library, J. McMahon confirmed that the person
in charge of the Library had been informed. Increased security for these areas has been
requested and the furniture has been reorganized so as to make them less attractive for
hanging around.

LRPC
C. Rossignoli reported that John Abbott College is investing 30 billions in the
construction of a new building which will have an impact on the College’s devis
pédagogique. This might be an issue to be addressed by the LRPC.

6. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Wanda Kalina
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