
BROUILLETTE REWARDED FOR HIS SACRIFICES 
by MARC DE FOY 

 
(Translated from his article published in the Journal de Montréal of November 3, 2011) 

 
 
Marc-Olivier Brouillette had a good laugh when told that his versatility would have made him a football 
player worthy of the 1950s. 
 
At that time, several players made a name for themselves playing both offense and defense. One of 
the best examples is the legendary Jackie Parker, who led the Edmonton Eskimos to three 
consecutive Grey Cup victories against the Alouettes. 
 
As gifted offensively as he was, Parker’s talents as a defensive back ended up making the difference 
at the Grey Cup final of 1954. 
 
While the Alouettes were near the Eskimos end zone and had the chance to increase their lead with 
little time to go in the game, Parker took advantage of a fumble by Pat Abruzzi to run in the winning 
touchdown. 
 
Football fans present at that game can still remember those memorable events to this very day. 
 
Of course, times were different then and unlike Parker, Brouillette is unable to play his natural 
position of quarterback while with the Alouettes.  
 
It’s almost a rule. When you think of a CFL quarterback, you’re pretty much always thinking of an 
American import. 
 
 
ONLY JACKSON MADE IT  
 
Few Canadians have been regular quarterbacks in the Canadian League. 
 
The best was Russ Jackson, who had a phenomenal career with the Ottawa Rough Riders from 1958 
to 1969. 
 
During this same period, Frank Cosentino was the backup pivot to the great Bernie Faloney of the 
Hamilton Tiger-Cats. 
 
For his part, Jackie Parker had a native of Westmount named Don Getty (who later went on to 
become premier of Alberta) who was their team’s second string quarterback. 
 
If you’re a fan who followed the Alouettes in the early 1980s, you will remember Gerry Dattilio who 
hailed from Laval. 
 
As the third quarterback of the team behind Joe Barnes and Sonny Wade, Dattilio was used primarily 
on special teams as a kickoff returner. 
 
He had his brief moment of glory as a starting quarterback in 1980 before being replaced the next 
year by Vince Ferragamo, that quintessentially Californian native of Hollywood who went on to 
become embroiled in the Montreal disaster named Nelson Skalbania. 
 
 



BEEN READY FOR A LONG TIME 
 
Such is life for professional quarterbacks in Canada. Brouillette has always known this. 
 
Even while he was directing the offense of the U of M Carabins, Brouillette knew that he would be 
assigned to other positions if he played in the CFL. 
 
Brouillette said simply, "It takes humility, but when you love something and dream of playing pro, 
you’re ready to make sacrifices." 
 
"I have no regrets. American universities have the resources to develop top-notch quarterbacks. In 
the United States they start them as early as six years old in places like California and Florida. An 
institution like the University USC (Southern California) churns out quarterbacks to the NFL almost 
like an assembly line. " 
 
Knowing this, Brouillette prepared himself even while still with the Carabins for the necessary change 
of roles his career would take once he made the professional ranks.  
 
“I knew before being drafted that my chances to remain at quarterback were slim," he said.  
 
"While he was with the Laval Rouge et Or,” Brouillette continued, “Mathieu Bertrand accomplished 
everything that a quarterback can do at the Canadian college level and yet he has never played that 
position since he joined the Eskimos. 
 
"For all these reasons, I trained myself in order to constantly improve my overall athletic ability, even 
though I never really had an opportunity to practice at any another position other than as quarterback 
while I was with the Carabins." 
 
 
UNEXPECTED ROLE 
 
Last year, the Alouettes claimed him as the 23rd draft pick overall. 
 
A few months later, he happily left for his first professional training camp. He didn’t anticipate what 
awaited him at Bishop's University. 
 
"Two jerseys were hanging in my locker, a white one for offense and a red one for defense. The camp 
began and I still didn’t know what position I would play. 
 
"Marc Trestman come to me and said that he saw me primarily in a defensive role." 
 
At least Bertrand remained on the offense while with the Eskimos, but Brouillette remains on defense. 
 
Not only did he do well, but his versatility allowed him to be used at three positions this season. 
 
He played as an inside and outside linebacker as well as in the role of free safety, not to mention 
special teams. 
 
"It's hard sometimes to assimilate everything at once, because I would have to be in two places at the 
same time for various team meetings," he said. "Sometimes I sit down with defensive coordinators to 
catch up." 
 



But the results are there. 
 
Brouillette has become a reliable player capable of helping out the Alouettes in many different ways 
with his physical abilites. 
 
We saw it with his 72-yard touchdown after a fake punt during the game last Sunday against the 
Calgary Stampeders. 
 
This young man has some serious talent! 
 
 
PRAY THAT THE STAMPEDERS AREN’T TIRED  
 
What an end to the 2011 CFL season! Five of the six teams that will participate in playoff games are 
still duking it out for first place in their conference. 
 
To win a fourth consecutive championship in the East, the Alouettes absolutely need a victory by the 
Calgary Stampeders, who will visit the Winnipeg Blue Bombers on Saturday afternoon. 
 
They would then need to defeat the British Columbia Lions in the evening. 
 
"All the teams who have beaten us this season, lost their next game,” said Marc-Olivier Brouillette. “I 
hope this isn’t the case this time with Calgary." 
 
 
AH! STATISTICS 
 
Winners over the Alouettes on Sunday at Percival Molson Stadium, the Stampeders, however, hold 
an advantage on another level, unless the law of averages end up prevailing. 
 
The Stampeders have not lost at home against the Blue Bombers since 2002. 
 
"That's a very good statistic!" exclaimed Brouillette. 
 
But the Alouettes don’t exactly have a great history at BC Place, which has just reopened after 
undergoing a facelift. 
 
"The competition is so much greater this year,” said Brouillette. “In recent seasons, we were assured 
of first place in our division after 12 or 13 games." 
 
But Brouillette lived through far worse during the same period just last year. 
 
He was at risk of having his leg amputated because of some mysterious bacteria that he somehow 
acquired during a trip with the Alouettes to Calgary. 
 
Fortunately, he fully recovered. 
 
After this season, Brouillette will do the bar exam that he expected to do last winter. He intends to 
specialize in civil law. "I’m looking forward to appearing before a judge, I love competition," he said. 
 
We have no doubts about that. 


