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A little more than seven months have passed since Byron Archambault and Université de Montreal Carabins 
raised the Vanier Cup at Percival Molson Stadium. The linebacker was back in what he calls his "stage" for his 
first professional match in his hometown, wearing a Hamilton Tiger-Cats uniform on Thursday. 

By his own admission, Archambault fulfilled a dream since he cracked the roster of the Tiger-Cats. 

"It's absolutely amazing, I`m living a dream every day. I have worked to get here since I was 10 years," he told 
the Journal de Québec before the game. 

Linebacker Quebecois feels more and more comfortable on the field and he takes advantage of all the advice he 
can give his teammates and coaches. 

"I try to absorb everything, to catch all the information they give me to help me. I'm adapting well, so all in all, 
it's going great." he noted. 

The play in the Canadian Football League is obviously faster than in the university circuit. 

"In your first game, you realize that it's not the same game. You have to really move and you need to be fast, 
because there are many players who can catch you. But the longer I`m doing it, the more I'm comfortable on the 
field and the game feels like it's slowing down. It shows me that I'm beginning to think on the field and that I'm 
starting to get used to it all." 

 
Different dynamic 

However, what most struck Archambault, is the difference in the dynamics of the team and the mentality of the 
players. 

"It's completely different. These are not just student athletes who do this because they love football and want to 
mix studies and sports. It is a job here, it's their career. The level of seriousness escalates. Some are 34 years old, 
are fathers with a family and have a home, which is very far from what I have lived. So it brings a completely 
different dynamic. Over the past four years, I was with guys who lived the same stress as me. We were all in 
school... and poor, too! Here you just think about football, and if you do not perform, you will simply be sent 
home." he said. 

 
A new family 

Archambault was welcomed with open arms by his new teammates. It seems that in Hamilton, he has quickly 
found a new family.  
 
"Guys like Simoni Lawrence, and Frederick Taylor Reed Plessius - even if they used to be the enemy from 



Université de Laval! - they have quickly made a place for me. And we're all Francophones, so people gather 
every week to have dinner." he recounted, adding that he was not too homesick since he is living with Mathieu 
Girard... as was the case while he was in Montreal. 

 
Objective: Grey Cup 

Archambault has never hidden it; he hopes to one day have his chance with an NFL team. While he works on 
another dream in the CFL, he just puts all his efforts in that goal. 

"You never give up on it. Even though it's been five times that you have tried and didn't make it. As an athlete, 
you always reach to achieve the highest level you can. Except that this time, my reality is that I'm a Tiger-Cat. 
The coach and general manager Kent Austin chose me with his first choice in the second round, so that shows he 
has confidence in me. So I have to make sure I give it all I can and that's where all my concentration goes." said 
the 24-year-old. 

In the short term, the objective is the same as all the players in the league: winning the Grey Cup. 

"Last year, my goal was to win the Vanier Cup and we did. This year, it's the Grey Cup. It's the only goal. It is 
useless to focus on individual goals, otherwise I risk losing out and not benefit at all from this chance." said the 
rookie, who had close to fifty friends and family in the stands during Thursday's game. 
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