
Alexandre Savard Returns to the Game 
After two years away from football, the former Vanier Cheetahs wide receiver makes the jump to Laval 

Story written by Richard Boutin, Journal de Québec, Friday, August 14, 2015. Translated by Denis Lafontaine. 

 
Alexandre Savard has not played football since the Vanier Cheetahs were eliminated in the 2013 playoffs. 

 

While it remains unclear whether he will be eligible academically, Alexandre Savard has decided that he wants to begin 

his university studies in September at the Université de Laval in Québec City. 

"I was accepted to the university on Tuesday and I'm moving on Saturday (today)," said the former Vanier Cheetahs star 

wide receiver. "If it doesn't happen for me this year, I will work even stronger in preparation for 2016. Since I didn’t 

follow the usual academic path, this has made everything a lot more complicated for me." 

"I was pretty discouraged this winter when I learned that there was a chance that I may not be eligible," Savard 

continued, "but I'm very happy with my decision. It's going to make me really happy to be back on the field. There are no 

words to describe how much I want to play. I can't stop thinking about the start of training camp." 

Adaptation Period 

Savard, whose name is presently on the list of ineligible players for the RSEQ, will file a request for compassion from the 

league. A decision should come down before the start of the season. He will nevertheless be on the field tomorrow with 

his Rouge et Or teammates for the first day of training camp. 



Savard acknowledges that he considered the possibility of giving up on football if he was not brought to Quebec to study 

(and play) in September. "I would have found myself in the labour market in the fall after which I would go to do my 

exams in fire-fighting in January, he said. It’s possible I could have never ever played football again." 

Inactive since the defeat of the Cheetahs in the 2013 playoffs against the Garneau Élans, Savard is aware that he will go 

through a period of adjustment. "It's a big challenge, but I'm someone who embraces challenges," summarized the 

player who was selected to the Division 1 All-Star team in both 2012 and 2013. "I am confident that things will go well. 

Because I've been away from the game for a long time, I'm going to go through a period of adaptation in addition to 

discovering a new level of intensity in my game. Whether I'm found to be eligible or not, I know that there are good 

players in front of me." 

A family affair 

It appears that Savard won't be coming to Quebec by himself as his cousin Maxime St-Amour has decided to join the 

Rouge et Or, too. The offensive lineman evolved last year with Transit, a semi-professional team based in Montreal. 

"Even though I already know several players with the Rouge et Or, Maxime’s presence has influenced my decision to 

start this year," Alexandre said. 

 

 

Original article: http://www.journaldequebec.com/2015/08/14/alexandre-savard-revient-au-jeu 
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