
  Over… 

 

SOME R SCORE MYTHS  
 (The R score is based on credits, but we have referred to courses in the examples that follow to lighten the text.)   

 
 
(1) Failures do not count in the R score 
Not so. Failures do count in the R score. 
 
(2) I’m better off getting 0 in a course, in which case I won’t get an R score 
Not so. All grades generate an R score.  
Since the R score does not look at failures or passes but, essentially, at your performance relative to the 
group, it is better to get a 55 in a course than a 45, etc… 
 
(3) If I get less than 50, I won’t get an R score 
Not so. See above. 
 
(4) A pass in a course wipes out a failure 
Not for R score purposes. Both grades are included in the calculation. 
 
(5) It’s my first bad grade that makes my R score so low 
It could be.  
But if the rest of your grades are low, then that first bad grade is not solely responsible. 
One bad grade has less and less impact as you continue in your studies, however. For example:  
First semester                         Second Semester         Third Semester 
1 bad grade out of 7 courses      1 bad grade out of 14 courses    1 bad grade out of 21 courses 
= 1/7 of total                            = 1/14 of total              = 1/21 of total 
 
(6) My very good grade in English should have improved my R score more 
The answer is the reverse of the one above. Everything depends on how many courses you have already 
done and what your other R scores are like.  
If the good R score in English is 1 of 20 otherwise low R scores, it will have less impact on your overall R 
score than if it were 1 of 14 or 1 of 7 low R scores.  
 
(7) The first semester is the most important 
Not so. Every semester is important.  
Because the R Score is a cumulative average, no semester is more important than the other. For 
example:  
Student A 
1

st
 semester R score = 26 2

nd
 semester R score = 30 3

rd
 semester R score = 28 

Overall R score: 28 
Student B 
1

st
 semester R score = 30 2

nd
 semester R score = 26 3

rd
 semester R score = 28   

Overall R score: 28 
 
But you have to understand that the more courses you have, the more difficult it is to improve your R 
score significantly. For example:  
R score after 5 courses taken = 24  
R score of next 5 courses taken = 28  Cumulative R score after 10 courses taken = 26  
R score of next 5 courses taken = 28  Cumulative R score after 15 courses taken = 26.67 
R score of next 5 courses taken = 28  Cumulative R score after 20 courses taken = 27 
 
This is no different than if you were dealing with old-fashioned averages: 
Average after 5 courses taken  = 70%   
Average of next 5 courses taken = 90%  Average after 10 courses taken = 80%         
Average of next 5 courses taken = 90%     Average after 15 courses taken = 83.33% 
Average of next 5 courses taken = 90%     Average after 20 courses taken = 85%  
 
            
 



 
(8) The R score cannot go up, it can only go down 
This is simply not so.  
See above. 
 
(9) My R score will improve if I take extra courses 
Extra courses will not count in your program R score, so they will not help you.  
 
(10) Retaking a course will improve my R score 
It might, but it is not recommended. See (6) above.  
Retaking a Mathematics course in order to get into Concordia’s John Molson School of Business is a 
different matter, of course, since a poor grade will keep you out. Concordia requires an average R score 
of 25.5 in the two math pre-requisite courses to be admitted.   
 
(11) Complementary courses don’t count in the R score 
Sometimes they do, sometimes they don’t.  
Assume that they do, because different sections of the same course are often grouped in order to 
generate an R score. 
However, if you end up in a group with less than six students in it or a group in which less than six 
students receive a grade of 50 or greater, you will not receive an R score for that course.  
 
(12) I was above the class average, therefore my R score should be high 
The class average you see is not the class average the Ministry uses to calculate the R score. The 
Ministry eliminates all failures below 50 for their calculations, so the class average for R score purposes is 
usually higher than the class average as calculated by Vanier. 
A striking example: Vanier reported a class average of 52 in a particular course. But when all failures 
below 50 were removed from the calculation, the Ministerial class average used to calculate the R score 
climbed to 74. 
 
13) Being in a strong class will hurt my R score 
Not so. The R score compensates for the strength of the class (ISG factor). The R score gives all 
students in a strong class a boost to compensate for the fact that it is hard to do better than average in a 
strong class.   
 
14) Being in a weak class will hurt my R score 
Not so.  You will do better relative to a weak class than you would relative to a stronger group. This 
increase in your relative performance compensates for the fact that weak groups do not receive as large 
a boost from the ISG as stronger groups do. 
 
(15) An R score of 34 at Vanier is not considered to be as good as an R score of 34 at Marianopolis 
Not so. 
The whole point of the R score is to level the playing field between: 
- hard marking teachers and easy marking teachers  
- harder courses and easier courses 
- different clienteles  
- different colleges. 
The proof: an R score of 34 will get you an interview for medical school no matter where that 34 R score 
was attained.   
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